
FIRST TIME EVER AT ROYAL MELBOURNE 
SHOW AND ROTHERWOOD LOWLINE STUD 
ACHIEVED IT! 
For the first time we decided to enter a purebred Australian 
Lowline steer in the Light Domestic Carcase Class at Royal 
Melbourne Show 2011. He was only 14mth 3 weeks of age and 
weighed in at 321KG. He had some tough competition which 
included Angus, Blonde D’Aquitaine x Hereford, 2 Australian 
Lowline x Poll Hereford , Red Angus x Charolais, Murray Grey, 
Charolais x Shorthorn.  

He was marked at 8mth of age and was then fed on a grain mix 
that was slowly built up over 6 months. 

We were ecstatic when he was awarded Champion Light 
Domestic Carcase and proudly accepted this prestigious award. 
For the second time in the 20 year history of showing Australian 
Lowlines at National Royal Shows a purebred Australian 
Lowline has been awarded Champion Light Domestic Steer. 
The first was way back in 2000 at Royal Canberra show. It is 
such a positive outcome for the Australian Lowline Breed and 
also proves that not only does Rotherwood Lowline Stud breed 
Champions in the show ring but also follows up with the quality 
of our meat.  

The carcase is scrutinized meticulously by the Australian Beef 
Carcase Appraisal System and includes 3 major categories as 
follows: 

His scores for Market Specifications were 18.5 out of 20, 
Saleable Meat Yield were 30.8 out of 35 andMSA – Eating 
Quality were 36.424 out of 45 giving him a grand total of 85.694 
out of 100. The 2nd place winner had a grand total of 82.648, a 
vast margin overall indicating the high quality of Rotherwood 
Lowline Stud. 

It is also the first time that Australian Lowlines have been 
eligible to enter the well recognized Royal Melbourne Show 



Borthwick Trophy. 

In the show ring we took 2 cows with calves at foot and a young 
heifer. We are extremely happy that all the team came out 
placed. 

This year we took a young lad 9 year old Darcy Stork from 
Cann River with us. He has been coming out to our stud on a 
regular basis over the past 12 months and is becoming quite 
the little handler. We want to encourage the younger ones to 
become involved in cattle handling, judging etc as they are the 
future of our industry.  

Darcy was nominated in the Australian Lowline Team in which 
6 youngsters have to wash, blow dry, clip, groom, prepare and 
lead a heifer in a nominated time period and are judged by 
“secret judges” during preparation and then judged out in the 
ring. The team did really well. Darcy also entered the Calf 
Classic where the calf and leader have to dress up in a theme. 
Darcy and 8 week old Rotherwood Goliath’s theme was the 
“cop and the criminal”. He did a wonderful job and it was the 
first time he had led an animal in the show ring by himself. He 
was awarded his first ribbon (Im am sure it will be the first of 
many more to come for Darcy). The “criminals” fantastic 
costume was designed and made by Cann Rivers very own 
Julie Brownlie who I imagine never dreamed she would be 
putting her tape measure around a little bull calf. A big thank 
you to you Julie. 

See you in Canberra early 2012. 

Vicki Gilbert 

Rotherwood Lowline Stud 
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